ANUSAURLY

A uuduovnssmiugauadnouna-nan us -

Wys:W Juad’
wssnus:W _nsassmu’

o 0 P ' A o vy A v v v a ~ wa 1 o
uUnAnge MsIvensetiligayarmame 1519 en us udrdesmsldniserlugauadvesauiiqu widedialsthe
wazdAnwfSeuieunnudesnsvesdmelusisney us uay w5 udr Ngaeliany dyduga wilAde
Talugauaduanaialoin@n. Lﬂimmﬂi«ff"lumnﬂmﬂmmu 132090 widlugauadneunay us ud1 lo& Au.
naudiedailume us umma 2540 71 foanziflon us Avausn oz 20fo0g IUNTINNUIIUAT blod AU
uafly o ngu 1808 3ot w3 Livu o 3 o au, w3 wwnd o Tudlitu & I go Au, waz w3
' = ' " a = =1 Y a o =
i & 1 ua ity eo 3 @b Ay, mamsAnuInTouIsain aTwazdealunman.

o_ o

M1 gy gwein us uda, au vidvensser lugaund

Abstract  Characteristics of Ideal Wives before and during Marriage from the Perspective of Married Men
Penrapee Chintadee, Panrapee Suthiwan®
"Department of Developmental Psychology, Faculty of Psychology, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

This research was a survey of the characteristics of ideal women before and during married life from
the perspective of a group of married men. Two hundred twenty-six legally first-time married Bangkokian
men, aged 25-40 years, were surveyed using a 25-item questionnaire on the characteristics of ideal wives
in order to obtain opinions on their spouses before they got married and during their married lives. The
samples were grouped into three categories by the number of years of marriage, i.e., married for <3 years
(n=50), married 3-<5 years (n=90), and married for 5-10 years (n=86). The results were as follows:

1. The characteristics that the men considered ideal and desired their wives to have comprised the
following: honesty and loyalty; showing care for family members; loving mindfulness, with unders-
tanding of her husband; and morality.

2. The characteristics of the ideal wife changed significantly during married life ( p<0.001, p<0.01,
p<0.05):

- Those married for <3 years were concerned less with facial appearance, general appearance,
aging, education status, and unmarried status;

- Those married for 3-5 years were concerned less with appearance, personality, intelligence, and
virginity;

- Those married for more than 5 years showed less concern about facial appearance, personality,
attractiveness, honesty and loyalty, financial prospects, social status, occupation, unmarried status, sexu-
ality, and virginity.

3. The characteristics considered ideal, which increased after marriage, appeared significantly
(p<0.01, p<0.05) only among those men who had been married for more than 3 years but not more than 5
years. Those characteristics were financial prospects, education, social status, and occupation, all of which
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related to findings of the SES.

4. The ideal characteristics that the men wanted in their wives, which had not changed from the
time before marriage to that throughout married life and were answered by all groups of married men,
were listed in descending order as follows: (1) care of family members; (2) loving mindfulness and under-
standing of the husband; (3) morality; (4) emotional stability; (5) relationship with husband’s family; (6)
self-responsibility; (7) relationship with wife’s family; (8) social manners; and (9) similar hobby or activity
in leisure time. It should be noted that loving mindfulness and understanding of the husband, morality,
emotional stability, relationship with the wife’s family and care of family members were the five most
important ideal characteristics that all men desired in their wives.

Key words: married men, ideal characteristics of wives
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