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Abstract

Generic Substitution in Public and Private Hospitals in Thailand
Sripen Tantivess

International Health Policy Program, Thailand.

Journal of Health Science 2002; 11:32-43.

This study aimed to assess the policy and practices regarding generic substitution in public
and private hospitals in Thailand. Postal self - administered questionnaires were distributed to
292 sample public and private hospitals in February 2001; response rate was 57 percent.

When generic version drugs available in the country, most public hospitals outside Minis-
try of Public Health (MoPH) and private hospitals had no policy on what types of products
(original, generic or both), to be selected into hospital formularies, while most MoPH hospitals
established the rule to select only one item, namely either original or generic product. In

practice, it was found that higher proportion of public than private hospitals selected generic -

versions. However, both types of hospitals had similar patterns of drug selection. Original
products were selected by most hospitals if the drugs are classified in narrow therapeutic index
(NTT) group, or required specialist prescribing, and there was very small number of generic
versions available. On the other hand, for less harmful drugs, no reported problem on the
quality of locally - produced generic prodycts and a large number of generic. versions were
available in the market, then most hospitals selected generic products into their formularies.

Public and private hospitals having both original and generic versions in their formularies
had a practice of prescribing and dispensing original products regarding insurance status and
affordability of the patients. It was found that more hospitals prescribed original products to the
beneficiaries under Civil Servant Medical Benefit Scheme than to the patients under other
health insurance schemes.

Decision to purchase generic products, public and private hospitals paid most attentions to
the local producers’ Certificate on Good Manufacturing Practices, historical performance and
credibility, and manufacturers’ report on drug analysis. In order to promote generic prescrib-
ing, three recommendations to the government were made, including foster quality assurance of
bio-equivalence study for all generic products, surveillance of marketed generic drug quality
and effective dissemination of information on drug quality to hospitals and other purchasers

Key words: generic drugs, original drugs, public hospitals, private hospitals, drug quality, Thailand.
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