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Abstract
his study is of the evaluation of usefulhess and appropriateness of Proton Radiation
Therapy for cancer treatment in Thailand. This project was evaluated during June -
August 2000 by using 3 procedures. The first was to review the literature, prior
studies and experiences of other countries that have already used Proton Radiation
Therapy in term of benefits and efficacy. The second procedure was to research
the types and the magnitudes of cancer patients in all of the radiation therapy
units in the country during 1997-1999. This included noting the existing and expected
resources and ability to pay of cancer patient in each radiation therapy unit. The
last procedure was to ask for the opinion of the Radiation Therapists in the country
to determine the appropriateness and usefulness of Proton Radiation Therapy for
cancer treatment in Thailand. The one result revealed that the chﬂical benefits of
Proton Radiation Therapy were unclear and the trend of using Proton Radiation
Therapy would be turned down because of economic factors. Other results showed
that Proton Radiation Therapy would not be useful and relevant to the cancer
patients and problems in Thailand. The study founded that most of the cancer
patients were very poor and had no resources available to pay the rate of 350,000
Baht (~8,000 USD) per person for Proton Radiation Therapy. The lack of basic
instruments and personnel, especially Radiation Therapists and Medical Physicists,
should be the first priority that National Cancer Institute (NCI) investigates before
investing in expensive technology. Thls study could be one example of technology
assessment and getting research into policies. Furthermore, the MOPH decided to
reject the Proton Investment Project of NCI after considering this study. There were
three suggestions from this study, which were urgent problems solving of radiation
therapy for cancer, clear facilities planning of high cost technofogies and the

establishment of technology assessment committee.
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