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Abstract Burden of Disease for Priority of Health Problems in Thailand 1999
The Thai Working Group on Burden of Disease and Injury

Journal of Health Science 2004; 13:239-56.

The study was attempted to measure the fatal and non-fatal health outcomes of the Thai popu-
lation in 1999 based on the indicator Disability-Adjusted Life Year (DALY) developed by the World
Bank and the World Health Organization. Such measure is useful for priority setting in policy
formulation and resource allocation. The data used in fatal outcomes estimation were derived from
two sources namely the vital registration and the verbal autopsy study conducted in 1999. For non-
fatal outcomes estimation, epidemiological data from various sources were employed. The results
showed that HIV/AIDS was the leading cause in DALY loss among both men and women, followed
by road traffic accident, stroke, diabetic mellitus, and liver cancer. The advantage of using the
indicator in priority setting is to have a common currency in both fatal and non-fatal measurement.
Further development in effectiveness study of health intervention would accommodate use of the

Key words:  disease burden, priority setting, DALY
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