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Abstract Health and Welfare Survey 2003: Dental Care Utilization
Weerasak Putthasri*, Viroj Tangcharoensathien*, Chitpranee Vasavid*, Kanjana
Tisayatikom*, Nongluck Ngowiwatchai**
*International Health Policy Program, ** National Statistic Office
Journal of Health Science 2004; 13:449-59.

The objective of this study was to explore dental utilization and expense by age, insurance
scheme, income, and dwelling place. Datawas collected by household questionnaire survey in April
2003 from 26,520 households, which were selected by stratified two-stage sampling.

Result of study, between 2002-2003, Thai populations had dental utilization about 10.19 per-
cent with 0.16 visit per capita-year. Although there was 4.83 million from Universal Coverage (30
baht medical scheme) had utilized, it was the lowest utilization rate at 0.14 visit per capita-year.
Expense for last dental visit was 476.46 baht on the average. Population without any insurance
scheme paid 1,535.60 baht, while gold-card holders paid 309.52 baht. Community hospital and
private clinic were the most popular for dental services. Therewere 30.3 percent of dental clientsdid
not use any insurance they had. Higher rates of dental visits were found when compared between
urban and rural dwellers; higher income and lower income. Further study should reveal in details
about type of dental servicesrelated to their behavior and dental needs.

Keywords:  dental service, dental utilization, health and welfare
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