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Abstract  The Importance of Registration of Groups at Risk of Silicosis and Asbestosis
Pornchai Sithisarankul*
*Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thai-
land

Thailand has used silica and asbestos for years, but there have been few reported cases of silicosis
and asbestos-related diseases such as mesothelioma. There are several reasons for this. Registration of risk
groups exposed to silica and asbestos will serve as the key initial step in surveillance for silicosis and
asbestos-related diseases. This article describes the system in the United States as an example. It also
suggests three approaches to the registration system: industries using silica and asbestos, workers/occu-
pations exposed to silica and asbestos, and materials/products containing silica and asbestos.

Key words: silica, asbestos, registration, surveillance
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