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Abstract  Global Warming and Human Pathogens
Chanvit Treeputtarat®*, Chantaphong Wasi*
*Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital

Global temperatures have risen at a faster rate in the last 50 years than at any other time since
records began to be kept in 1850. The hydrologic cycle will be altered, since warmer air can retain more
moisture than cooler air. Some geographic areas will have more rainfall, some more drought and severe
weather events including heat waves and storms. The term “climate change” is now preferred over
“global warming.” Because of rising temperatures and changing rainfall patterns, increased burdens of
vector-borne and zoonotic diseases as well as water-borne diseases have been recognized. Infections of
dengue, chikungunya, malaria, West Nile virus, Lyme disease, plague, cholera, campylobacter and
salmonella cause emerging and re-emerging diseases. It is clear that climate change endangers human
health and that good systems for surveillance and preparedness are needed.

Key words: global warming, greenhouse effect, climate change, emerging diseases, re-emerging diseases
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