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� A non-profit organisation established in Jan 2007

� An associate organisation with Bureau of Health 

Policy and Strategy, MoPH

� Appraising a wide range of health interventions 

and technologies in order to provide HTA 

information to inform policy decision and educate 

relevant stakeholders and the publics

� Ajarn Tada was the chair of the Steering Ajarn Tada was the chair of the Steering Ajarn Tada was the chair of the Steering Ajarn Tada was the chair of the Steering 

Committee and HITAF since their inceptionCommittee and HITAF since their inceptionCommittee and HITAF since their inceptionCommittee and HITAF since their inception
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The story 

begins...



Statement to the press by WHO Director-General Dr Margaret Chan 

11 June 2009 

Ladies and gentlemen,……………………..

I have conferred with leading influenza experts, virologists, and public health 

officials. In line with procedures set out in the International Health Regulations, I 

have sought guidance and advice from an Emergency Committee established for 

this purpose.

On the basis of available evidence, and these expert assessments of the 

evidence, the scientific criteria for an influenza pandemic have been met. 

I have therefore decided to raise the level of influenza pandemic alert from 

phase 5 to phase 6.

The world is now at the start of the 2009 influenza pandemic.
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http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2009/h1n1_pandemic_pha

se6_20090611/en/index.html



Oseltamivir (Tamiflu) in healthy Oseltamivir (Tamiflu) in healthy Oseltamivir (Tamiflu) in healthy Oseltamivir (Tamiflu) in healthy 

adults adults adults adults 
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http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/guidelines/useofoseltamivir2

006_03_17.pdf



The story continues…..
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Letter from Dr. Keiji Letter from Dr. Keiji Letter from Dr. Keiji Letter from Dr. Keiji 

Hayashi to the Cochrane Hayashi to the Cochrane Hayashi to the Cochrane Hayashi to the Cochrane 

Collaboration questioning Collaboration questioning Collaboration questioning Collaboration questioning 

about unpublished data about unpublished data about unpublished data about unpublished data 

and potential COI of and potential COI of and potential COI of and potential COI of 

published data used in published data used in published data used in published data used in 

the reviewthe reviewthe reviewthe review



Oseltamivir use in healthy Oseltamivir use in healthy Oseltamivir use in healthy Oseltamivir use in healthy 

adultsadultsadultsadults
� Reduce hospital admission by 61%

� Reduce secondary complication by 

67%

� Reduce lower respiratory tract 

infections requiring antibiotics by 

55%

� This information depends very This information depends very This information depends very This information depends very 

much on the analysis of Kaiser et much on the analysis of Kaiser et much on the analysis of Kaiser et much on the analysis of Kaiser et 

al 2003 al 2003 al 2003 al 2003 7
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In search for raw dataIn search for raw dataIn search for raw dataIn search for raw data

� 8/10 RTCs were unpublished

� Prof.Hayden— “cannot find the original 
files…”

� Roche— “provide little new information 
and would therefore be unlikely to be 
accepted for publication….”

� Referred to unpublished study M76001 
(the biggest trial) by Prof.Treanor– “I 
don’t have anything in my files of old 
studies that’s identified as M76001…” 
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“Ghost write”“Ghost write”“Ghost write”“Ghost write”

� Different names appeared on 
regulartoty documents and published 
papers

10Complications: tracking down the data on oseltamivir Deborah Cohen
BMJ 2009;339:doi:10.1136/bmj.b5387 (Published 8 December 2009)



The conspiracies at WHOThe conspiracies at WHOThe conspiracies at WHOThe conspiracies at WHO
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Oseltamivir use in healthy Oseltamivir use in healthy Oseltamivir use in healthy Oseltamivir use in healthy 

adults (again!)adults (again!)adults (again!)adults (again!)

� prevent symptoms and shorten the duration of illness by about 
one day one day one day one day if taken within 48 hours of the onset of symptoms 

� reduce the chance of people exposed to influenza developing 
laboratory confirmed influenzalaboratory confirmed influenzalaboratory confirmed influenzalaboratory confirmed influenza but not influenzanot influenzanot influenzanot influenza----like illness like illness like illness like illness 

� Evidence for or against their benefit for preventing preventing preventing preventing 
complications complications complications complications of influenza is insufficientinsufficientinsufficientinsufficient

� Toxicity and the effects on complications have been debated
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BMJ 2009; 339:b5106



ImpactsImpactsImpactsImpacts
� A distortion of public health priority all over the 

world and a waste of substantial public money 

� Damage to public trust over WHO and medical 

community - WHO redefined "pandemic" a month 

before the pandemic was declared

� Margaret Chan--"At no time, not for one second, 

did commercial interests enter my decision 

making." Response: WHO Director-General replies to the BMJ Margaret Chan BMJ 

2010;340:doi:10.1136/bmj.c3463 (Published 29 June 2010)

� Jefferson & Doshi-- "this self evaluation is 

irrelevant and misses the point: that transparent 

declarations of interest are crucial to allow others 

to decide for themselves" 
Time to face up to the locums scandal Fiona Godlee BMJ 2010;340:doi:10.1136/bmj.c3519 (Published 30 

June 2010)
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LessonsLessonsLessonsLessons taught by Ajarn Tadataught by Ajarn Tadataught by Ajarn Tadataught by Ajarn Tada

AcademicsAcademicsAcademicsAcademics

� Putting academic integrity at the highest priority

� Be honest and transparent, away from the 

potential COI

PractitionersPractitionersPractitionersPractitioners

� Misinformation and manipulation through 

marketing strategies are common—neurontin, 

statins, vaccines etc. 

� Using R2R to prove and help define 

‘the fact’
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“It takes two to speak the “It takes two to speak the “It takes two to speak the “It takes two to speak the 

truthtruthtruthtruth--------

one to speak and another one to speak and another one to speak and another one to speak and another 

to hear”to hear”to hear”to hear”

Henry Thoreau 
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