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Problems in the pediatric brain and spinal cord tumor treatment system from Thailand CNS
Tumor Network

Apasri Lusawat*, Somjai Kanjanapongkul’, Suradej Hongeng*

*Pediatric Neurology Department, Prasat Neurological Institute, Department of Medical Services.

"Department of Pediatrics, Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health, Department of Medical Services.
*Department of Pediatrics, Ramathibodi Hosptital, Mahidol University.

The purpose of the study was to explore the problems in the caring system of the pediatric CNS
tumor in Thailand. CNS tumors in children need sophisticated diagnosis and treatment, which include
large multidisciplinary care teams. At present, there are many problems in the caring system in Thailand,
including the inadequate number of physicians involved in many aspects of the diseases, equipments for
diagnosis and treatment, and inappropriate referral and payment system, all of which can result in the
delayed diagnosis and treatment leading to an increased rate of morbidity and mortality. Suggestions
derived from the study were made to solve the problems systematically and serve as the basic data for the
improvement of the CNS tumor care in Thailand.

Keywords: pediatric, brain and spinal cord tumors, network
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