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Abstract Utilization of Dental Services in Thailand: Results from Health and Welfare Survey 2015
Warisa Panichkriangkrai*, Angkana Sommanustweechai*, Kanjana Tisayaticom*, Supon Limwat-
tananon*", Chulaporn Limwattananon’

*International Health Policy Program, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand, "Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Khon Kaen University
Corresponding author: Warisa Panichkriangkrai, warisa@ihpp.thaigov.net

This study used health and welfare survey 2015, national household survey, to explore pattern
of dental service utilization including use of health insurance, and expenditure among Thai popula-
tion in order to improve national policies related to dental services. The results showed that (1) 8.1
percent of Thai population received dental services in the past 12 months. More than 80% of dental
services were dental treatment. Thus, dental health policies should focus more on dental prevention
and promotion. (2) Main reasons of unmet need were no time to get the services and long waiting
time. So, the dental health service providers should be expanded. (3) Different access to dental ser-
vices associated with different health insurance schemes. The dental services should be harmonized
among health insurance schemes in particular payment methods, and benefit package and points of
service. Also, criteria, quality control, scope of services and payment mechanism should be considered.

Keywords: dental services, health insurance scheme, health welfare survey
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(27.0) (29.5) (28.7) (67.0) (7.1) (18.5) (28.6)
- fedriinvegliuinig 3,639 0 10,904 0 0 0 14,543
(8.9) (2.3) (2.2)
~laidesiulugauneua 382 471 14,772 0 0 0 15,625
(0.9) 0.4) (3.1) 2.4)
Buq 6,733 12,692 80,395 1,687 0 148 101,655
(16.5) (11.8) (16.7) (19.6) (17.2) (15.4)

*AauINNNSENTIvRULEkaYaTaANSTaT HW53
#EN1UNANTENTIRUTBLAYE RN VRN HW54
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