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Lessons Learnt from Scaling up to Sustainability of Antibiotics Smart Use (ASU)
Somying Pumtong’, Patcharee Duangchan’, Kunyada Anuwong’, Nithima Sumpradit’
" Faculty of Pharmacy, Srinakharinwirot University

¥ Bureau of Drug Control, Food and Drug Administration

Corresponding author: Somying Pumtong, somying@g.swu.ac.th

Antibiotics Smart Use (ASU) was introduced in 2007 by Thai Food and Drug Administration. Its
goal was to create new social norm on rational use of antibiotics in Thailand. Qualitative research was
used to investigate factors for sustainability of the ASU. Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with 39 key informants (30 projects, 18 provinces) between January 21 and March 28, 2013 (2 months).
Content analysis was used. The key informants were purposively selected from health care profes-
sionals who experienced the ASU as a coordinator, supporter, promoter and driver at least one year.
Results show that key factors that affect the start up of ASU and sustainability in the organizations in-
clude policy support, institutionalization, leadership support, staff involvement, partnership, commu-
nity participation, public behavior on antibiotics use, and program monitoring and evaluation. These
findings will be useful for decision makers, program managers and program evaluators for driving the
ASU to achieve the goal.

Keywords: Antibiotics Smart Use, rational drug use, program sustainability
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