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GACD call 2023 GACD

8th GACD funding call : Implementation research targeting chronic non-
communicable disease risk factors associated with city environments

NCD prevent|on incities

The Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases’ (GACD) funding call will focus on implementation research
proposals with the potential to equip policymakers and practitioners with evidence-based strategies for
reducing the risk factors for non-communicable diseases in cities in disadvantaged populations globally. In

the context of this funding call, ‘cities” include urban centres, informal settlements and slums, and
periurban areas.
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GACD call 2023 OGACD

8th GACD funding call : Implementation research targeting chronic non-
communicable disease risk factors associated with city environments

_Scope

The aim of this call is to fund implementation research focused on addressing NCD risk factors associated
with city environments and related health inequities.

Applicants should review the definitions of ‘non-communicable diseases’ and ‘NCD risk factors associated
with city environments’ in the glossary to ensure that the conditions and risk factors that they are studying
are within scope.

Expected impacts of this call

The projects funded under this call will collectively:

provide city leaders globally with evidence-based policy and practice recommendations that:
o promote population health in equitable and environmentally sustainable ways; and
o address the challenges of rapid urbanisation, growing social inequalities, and climate
change.
improve capacity for cross-sectoral implementation research.
contribute to the UN Sustainable Development Goal 3.4 to reduce premature mortality from NCDs
by one third by 2030.
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GACD call 2023 OGACD

8th GACD funding call : Implementation research targeting chronic non-
communicable disease risk factors associated with city environments

Evidence-based interventions:

Focus on how to implement evidence-based interventions known

to prevent/reduce exposure to NCD risk factor(s) associated with
city environments

The proposed interventions of focus :

Theme 1: Behavioral change interventions
Theme 2: Interventions that focus on modifying the built
environment

Theme 3: Interventions that improve access to primary and
secondary prevention services
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Focused: Implementation Research : Scale up

Applicants must:

Evidence-based interventions

Should justify the choice of intervention(s) and provide evidence of the
intervention’s effectiveness, acceptability, feasibility, and potential for
long-term health and other impacts;

Adapt these intervention(s) for selected study population(s)

Provide a research plan for investigating how to promote the uptake
and/or scale-up of the intervention(s) in the selected study population(s),
using validated implementation research frameworks;

Specifically address issues of equitable implementation to ensure
interventions reach the populations that need them the most;

Have an appropriate strategy for measuring both implementation research
outcomes and real-world effectiveness outcomes and indicators
Demonstrate best practices in stakeholder engagement;

Provide opportunities for implementation research capacity building
within project teams;

Describe a pathway to sustain the proposed intervention after the funding
grant ends
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Focused: Implementation Research : Scale up

Questions addressed by implementation research include:

Which evidence-based policy or intervention is best for a new
context or a target group?

What is the best way to implement it?

How can the target population be reached?

What factors might affect implementation and adoption?

How can uptake and health outcomes be improved?

Is the intervention cost-effective, affordable, and acceptable from
the health system’s, health care provider’s, patient’s, and/or
other end user’s perspective?

How can the policies or programmes best be sustained and
scaled up?
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Implementation Research : Scale up

Outcomes :

IR outcomes: acceptability, adoption, appropriateness,
costs, feasibility, fidelity, penetration, and sustainability

Service outcomes: efficiency, safety, effectiveness,
equity, patient-centeredness, and timeliness

Client/Patient outcomes : satisfaction, function, and
symptomology

Health Systems Research Institute
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Real world efficacy

Evidence of the benefit of an intervention in a setting
similar to that where the intervention will ultimately
be offered;
i.e. outside of the rigid environment of a randomised
controlled or other trial with strict inclusion and
exclusion criteria
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Stakeholders

Stakeholders or non-researcher collaborators include:

Directly involved with or impacted by research project
User of the findings from research projects
Beneficiaries of such policies and programmes

Specific examples include:

Population targeted by the research : participants, patients and
their families, carers

Actors engaged in the research beyond the research team :
health staff, community workers, educational staff, civil society
groups, non-governmental organisations

Users of the research findings: inclusive of the above, health
system, health service providers, policy maker
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Stakeholder Engagement

v" The process and action of identifying the appropriate people, groups, and
organisations, involving them throughout the research process and ensuring
they can make use of research findings

v Stakeholder engagement is critical to the success of implementation
research because it:

ensures a common recognition of priority issues
improves the sustainability of projects and interventions
increases buy-in for implementation of interventions
improves opportunities for scale up of interventions
facilitates evidence-informed decision-making

v Stakeholders also include end users and the direct beneficiaries of research;
increases transparency and facilitates mutual accountability
Applicants are required
» to demonstrate that there is a local demand or interest in research

» provide a clear plan for continuing to engage with stakeholders
throughout the duration of the project and afterwards during the
knowledge translation phase
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