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I.lbon says 15% of
bopulation will soon
be over 60 years:
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: uthorities caring for the a.ged 1
/- report growing complaints

about paid nursing care given

to elderly people - arapidly growing

sector of the community already
stra.mmg resources.

The grievances range from poor

1ger‘«'mes:, toabuses, to thefts and more,

“Someattendants givesleeping pills
to old people under &;en- charge, and
some others have stolen valuables,”
Social Development and Human
Security Ministry deputy permanent
secretary Ubon Limsakul said yester-
day.

She was speaking at a forum on
government policy on howto establish
anursing-care system for the elderly.
4 The Health Systems Research

Institute and the Foundation of Thai

Gerontology Research and

']i)evelopment institute jointly organ-

ised the forum.
“We should seta standard for nurs-
ing homes or nursing services for the
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eldelly Such business s setto grow in
the future;” Ubon said
She estimated that i in the next few

years, 15.3 per cent of the countrys

populatmn—about 10. 77 million~ will
an §0 years
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. ple will need paid service.

“Among elderly people, about 25
per cent are too ill to live independ-

ently” Dr Siriphan Sasat of the

Chulalongkorn University’s Facultya of
Nursing said yesterday.

- According to Siriphan, thenumber
of dependent elderly will rea.ch
742,000 by 2020.

Dr Nonglak Pagaiya, an academm
at the Human Resource for Health

‘Research and Development Ofﬁue,

said there were now just 97,972 regis-_
tered nurses in the country. Of them,
less than 25 per cent are tak?ing care.
of the elderly. Other health workers
like nursing assistants and physical
therapists, psyehologlsts and social
workers are also/few ini number y

“Demands are much higher than
available human resources, Smpha.n
said, “This problem must be tackled
ﬁ-mn the policy level”.

She also called for the establish-
ment of a national-level committee to,
tackle problems relating to the ca.re

. given to the elderly.
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