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Abstract

Key words:

Dental Care Benefit in Social Security Scheme

Weerasak Putthasri, Chutima Akaleephan, Virej 'I‘angchamensathlen
International Heaith Policy Program, Thailand

Journal of Health Science 2005; 14:776-89.

The purposes of this study were to investigate patterri of dental utilization among insured
persons under the dental social security benefit and analyze the feasibility of alternative payment for
dental care benefit. Data sets of the study included Health and Welfare Survey 2003, transaction
costs from 9 samples of province/region social security offices, and conclusions drawn from focus
group discussion of 18 purposively-selected dental service providers on May 3, 2004,

In 2003, about 11 percent (0.17 visit/person) of the insured workers accessed dental care and
paid 762 baht per visit on average. The total of 208 million baht was reimbursed from social secu-
rity fund. Transaction of fund administration was 23-30 baht per transaction or 3-7 baht per insured
person. The focus group discussion set some criteria for payment design and included administra-
tion cost, financing feasibility, access to care, add-on dental benefits, equa.lity to other schcmes,‘ and
quality of care.

Based on the most updated evidence, the first alternative was fee for service with ce1l1ng re-
imbursement between 500 to 800 baht per year. In that connection, the annual expenditure was
estimated to be 407-651 million baht. The second one was capitation based payment for main
contractors, according to number of insured beneficiaries and, in turn, sub-contracted dental clinics
were paid based on fee for services. Annual expenditure was estimated to be 528-602 million baht
or 71-81 baht per capita (based on year 2003 utilization rate and up to 15 percent increase). These
two alternatives should be considered based on key components namely administration cost, financ-
ing feasibility, access to care, equality to other schemes and quality of care. It might also need
further stakeholders discussion particularly, insured person opinions and other health scheme per-
formances. A pilot project may be considered prior to a nation - wide implementation.

dental benefit, Social Security Scheme, dental ufilization, financing feasibility
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