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Transformative Learning for Community Health Equity: the Preparation of Community Nurses
by Community for community at Namphong and Ubolrat Hospitals, Khon Kaen Province
Sunanta Thongpat*, Suparpit Maneesakorn von Bormann'

*Boromarajonani College of Nursing Nopparat Vajira

"Boromarajonani College of Nursing Changwat Nonthaburi

Nursing shortage leads to health problems and health equity of people in rural areas of Thailand.
Namphong and Ubolrat Hospitals are community hospitals in Khon Kaen province that used to have
nursing shortage. Thus, they have integrated transformative learning to produce community nurses who
can stay longer in community. They have collaborated with several stakeholders, such as sub-district
administrative organization, Boromarajonani College of Nursing Khon Kaen and College of Asian
Scholars to start ¢the Community Nurse Production for Community and by Community Projecté. To
enhance capability, newly qualified nurses have to participate in several activities, including: 1) learning
community with experienced nursing mentor 2) training in “near home near heart” project, and 3) training
in transformative learning for self reliance under a concept of the “Sufficient Economy and Sustainable
Development Philosophy” of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. The projects’ aim is to prepare
newly graduated nurses to become change agents for self sufficiency and to live their life happily in their
community.

Keywords: transformative, learning, health, equity, nurse, community
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