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Abstract  Umbilical Cord Care Using Alcohol vs. Dry Cotton Wool
Winit Wongsajja*
*Thamuang Hospital, Kanchanaburi Province

A randomized controlled trial for determining the incidence of omphalitis and ob-
serving cord separation time in two groups of newborn infants used two different meth-
ods of umbilical cord care, namely, cleaning with alcohol or with dry cotton wool. Of 384
full-term newborns, 169 were assigned randomly to receive dry cord care and 188 infants
alcohol cleaning. Both groups were followed up for examination at one week and one
month after delivery. There was only one infant in each group showing signs of ompha-
litis. Cord separation time in the alcohol group was significantly longer than in the dry
cord care group (8.03 days vs 6.74 days; p-value < 0.05).

It was concluded that dry cord care should be recommended for umbilical cord care
in newborn infants based on the results of the study that it did not increase the incidence
of omphalitis and took a comparatively shorter time to achieve cord separation.

Key words: umbilical cord care, alcohol cleaning, dry cord care
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