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Abstract  Attitude and Willingness towards Organ Donation: the Survey for Policy
Recommendations ) )

Kanlaya Anothayanon*, Patanaree Luanratanakorn*, Yot Teerawattananon**
*Department of Ophthalmology, Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen University, **International
Health Policy Program, Thailand, Ministry of Public Health.

Journal of Health Science 2002; 11:826-35.

Public perception of organ donation critically affects the availability of organ transplanta-
tion around the world. A survey was conducted to assess attitude and willingness towards
organ donation among 360 urbanites in Khon Kaen province and 133 organ donors at the organ
donation center, Srinagarind hospital. Evaluation was based upon interviews of the urbanites
and seff-administered questionaires for the donors and the general population from November
2001 to March 2002. It was found that, among the urban population, 21 percent of the inter-
viewers were willing to donate organs. The results also indicated that the willingness to donate
organ was related to age, marital status, off-springs and attitude towards after-life. While a
lack of confidence in medical professional code of conduct showed mainly negative influence
on the donation among the enthusiasts. The results of this study are useful to a design of
effective public education programs as stimuli to organ donations in Thailand.

Key words: attitudes, organ donation, organ transplantation, Srinagarind hospital, Khon Kaen prov-
ince
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