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Abstract  Equity in Access to Dental Health Care of Thais in 2007
Sunee Wongkongkatep*
*Public Dental Health Section, Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health

This study was aimed at reviewing people’s accessibility to dental health-care services. Primary
data were derived from two major household surveys conducted by the National Statistical Office: the
health and welfare survey, and the economic and social status survey both of which were conducted in
2007 (25,974 households and 69,679 individuals). Extrapolation to the total population by weight was
then calculated.

With regard to overall health insurance coverage among the general population, it was found that
96.3 percent were covered, of which 73.6 percent were covered by the national health insurance scheme.
With regard to dental health-care services, the overall utilization rate was 8.4 percent. The highest utiliza-
tion was among school-age children (12.3%) compared with the lowest, that is, among pre-school age
children (2.1%). The result revealed that, despite the high coverage of the national health insurance scheme,
accessibility to dental health care is low and virtually unsatisfied. Further, the situation among preschool-
age children, for whom dental health promotion should be concentrated, is getting worse.

Key words: health insurance, dental health-care accessibility
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