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Abstract  Global Warming and Infectious Diseases
Sarunya Hengpraprom*

*Department of Preventive and Social Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

Globalization and climate change are important phenomena in a changing world. Among them glo-
bal warming has been marked by a series of events that affect natural resources and the health of human
beings. The magnitude of global warming will depend on future emissions of greenhouse gases and cli-
mate sensitivity. To date, global warming and globalization have the potential to influence the emergence
and re-emergence of infectious diseases. The effect of globalization on infectious diseases from vector-
borne to respiratory infection has been well established. The influence of global warming has also been
scientifically recognized; however, there is still no conclusive evidence of the effect of global warming on
the pattern of infectious disease distribution.

Key words: climate change, globalization, global warming, infectious disease
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