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Socio-economic Impact of HIV Infections among Children: Nan Province Case Study in 2002

Abstract

Key words:

Socio-economic Impact of HIV Infections among Children: Nan Province Case Study
in 2002

Aphichat Rodsom*, Viroj Tangcharoensathien**

*Nan Provincial Health Office, **International Health Policy Program - Thailand

Journal of Health Science 2005; 14:484-94.

This study was aimed to assess the economic cost of pediatric HIV/AIDS from the healthcare
provider, patient and family perspectives and the socioeconomic impact on the families and their
coping mechanisms in Nan Province.

In December 2002, the total of 35 pediatric HIV infection cases age 37 to 154 months from
5 districts reporting high HIV/AIDS prevaence rate in Nan province, were identified since the
onset of their diagnosis of HIV. In-depth interview of caretakers and focus-group discussion of
stakeholders were employed. Review of medical records in al health facilities (including health
centers, district and general hospitals) was conducted to assess the total number of ambulatory
visitsand admission since being diagnosed of HIV until December 2002. The utilization rate, namely
number of visits per person-year and admission per person-year, was estimated based on total
visits and admission through the observation. The utilization rate was then multiplied by the unit
operating cost per visit and per admission retrieved from previous studies. Operating cost was
blown up to total cost by 15 percent or depreciation cost. In-depth interviews of caregivers on
medical and non-medical cost spent by households, income foregone of families having pediatric
HIV/AIDS, and socioeconomic datawere conducted over the 3 month period. Descriptive statistics
was employed.

On average, provider cost and family cost per person year were 2,770 and 805 Baht respec-
tively. Thetotal cost was 3,575 Baht per person year. The utilization rate of ambulatory care and
admission services by pediatric HIV/AIDSwas 1.6 and 5 times higher than those of general pediat-
ric population of 5-9 yearsrespectively. The Universal careto eased the household financial burden
on healthcare very significantly. A severe reduction in household income was a major financial
catastrophe to the household following the death of the father. Prior to the father death, depletion of
income and asset, as well as increases in health spending were the major causes. Quality of lifeand
health care for children were poor and worsened when they lost their mothers. Financial supports
from government and NGOs served as an important source for living expenses among this group,
but the magnitude of assistance was minimal.

These complex medical and social problems of families affected by HIV/AIDS highlighted the
importance of a multi-sectoral approach that integrates medical, social, mental health and educa-
tional servicesinto aunited front to mitigate the problemsfaced by these househol ds. Future public
policy should be directed at ensuring familieswith pediatric HIV/AIDSto have better accessto care
especially anti-retroviral drugsthat helps prolong the lives of parents and children affected by HIV/
AIDS, aswell as providing financial resources and other social supports.

The researchers had reported the result of this study to the provincia HIV/AIDS committee,
several systematic actions were taken to mitigate the social impact of HIV/AIDS with a clear local
budget supports of key program activities.

pediatric AIDS, HIV infection or phans, economic cost, socioeconomic impact of HIV/AIDS
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