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Abstract

This study aimed to estimate the amount of the government budget required for extensions
of renal replacement therapy (RRT) to beneficiaries of the 30-baht scheme (UC scheme) in
Thailand. The main objective was to explore the financial burden of the increased government
budget incurred by a policy to cover RRT into the benefit package of the 30-baht scheme. Ability
of the government to bear the increased budget and appropriated measures to cope with this huge
financial burden were also investigated and suggested.

Several research methods including literature review on the demand for RRT at domestic
and international levels was carried out. Unit costs of RRT, particularly hemodialysis (HD) and
continuous perifoneal dialysis (CAPD), and other essential treatments related to RRT were also
explored and estimated. Finally, several scenarios of budget impact analysis were presented and
elaborated. The study used government perspective as an approach for this estimation.

Results revealed that the government would spend approximately more than five billion
Baht in the first year of implementation if there is neither strategy to reduce the costs for RRT nor
criteria for selecting which patients should access such treatments. The estimate also showed that
government budget for universal access to RRT would increase to 74,355 million Baht in the
sixteenth year of implementation if the government played passive roles in controlling RRT costs
and limiting ESRD incidence. Effective measures to control costs of RRT as well as strategies to
reduce the ESRD incidence rate, and the development of appropriate selection criteria for access
to RRT should be carried out by the government if the policy on universal access to RRT is
implemented. ‘

Key words: budget impact analysis, renal replacement therapy, unit"cost, universal coverage




