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Abstract  Pros and Cons of Private Obstetric Practice im Public Hospitals
Yot Teerawattananon*, Thitima Suntharasaj**, Sanya Srirattana*, Pradsanee Tipyasothi*,
Wachra Reupiboon*, Viroj Tangcharoeansathien*
*International Health Policy Program, Thailand, Ministry of Public Health, **Obstetrics and
Gynecology department, Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University, Thailand
Journal of Health Science 2003; 12:496-508.
Using both patient’s and physician’s point of views, this study aimed to determine the
causes and effects of private obstetric practice in public hospitals, on the perception of quality
of care and patient’s confidence on obstetric care among the non-private cases. In purposive
selected seven public hospitals, 1,036 consecutive postpartum women were face to face inter-
viewed by trained interviewers. In addition, ten obstetricians were in-depth interviewed by the
researchers. The major reasons of being private patient were to ensure quality and safety of
obstetric services arid convenience. One third of the sampled patients were private cases, Pri-
vate cases had higher rate of ultrasonographic examination (3.7 services for private vs. 2.9
services for non-private). In addition, the cesarean section rate of private cases was signifi-
cantly higher than that of the non-private cases (57.6% vs.19.6%). Even though obstetricians
gained financial incentives from private practice, high patients’ expectation and demands put a
substantial pressure on obstetricians. There is no regulation for private obstetric practice to
prevent the potential negative impacts. Most obstetricians agreed that private obstetric practice
should be managed explicitly by hospital director, the Royal Thai College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists and Medical Council.
Key words: obstetric care, private obstetric practice, cesarean section, public hospitals
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