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Abstract
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Yot Teerawattananon, Viroj Tangcharoeansathien, Sanya Srirattana, Pradsanee Tipyasothi
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The objective of this study is to demonstrate the pattern of hospital delivery in Thailand
during the period of 1990-2001. A multi-stage non-proportional probability to size and sys-
tematic random sampling was used to identify sample hospitals for survey. Two consecutive
self-administered mailed questionnaire survey to all public and private hospitals were per-
formed in year 1897 and 2002 to solicit a 12 year series of hospital delivery pattern. The overall
response rate was 64 and 36 percent respectively. We found that MOPH district and provincial
hospitals had a lion share, 74% of total national hospital deliveries in 2001 with an increasing
trend especially after the economic crisis in 1997. On the other hand, the share in private
hospitals reached the peak in 1996 and then declined rapidly after facing an economic crisis.
This is a result from shifting demand for delivery services from private to public hospitals,
notably district hospitals.

During the past decade, rates of vaginal birth, forceps and vacuum extraction slightly
decreased whereas cesarean section rate increase gradually. In 1990, the national cesarean
section rate was 14.84%, this rate had increased continuously reaching the peak of 22.09% in
1996. After economic recession, the rate fell and then remains stable around 20% till now. In
2001, cesarean section rate in district hospitals was 5.6%, provincial hospitals 29.6%, other
public hospitals 24.9% and private hospitals 53.99%. Secondary cesarean section contributed
one third of total operations.

Even though the study provides a useful information on the pattern of hospital deliveries,
some limitations remained. We recommended that Ministry of Public Health and Royal Col-
lege of Obstetric and Gynecologists are responsible to set up a systematic database for the
monitoring at the national level, and at micro-level, hospital could use for peer review and
monitoring with peer hospitals

Thailand, pattern of delivery, cesarean section, forcept extraction, vacumm extraction,
public hospital, private hospital
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