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The Universal Health Care Policy:

Part I Policy formulation process of the Universal Health
Care Policy and the law enactment
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olicy formulation is a process to formulate the pelicy contents and
policy designs for the implementation to achieve the policy goals. To

y, understand the policy formulation process is a learning process and
could anticipate the policy performance whether it would be efficient
and reflected the citizens’ needs. This study explores the use of
knowledge for and the involvement of stakeholders in the designing the

- national health insurance system. This study also explores the pariia-
ment process of the National Health Insurance Enactment. Finally,
_it discusses the factors influencing the content of the Universal Health
Care Goverage Policy.

The analysis shows how several factors influenced policy
formulation. 1) Health policy researchers played significant roles -in
technical advice. However, uncertainty of technical evidence created
policy debate and the extent fo which research was used for making
decisions still depended on its quality, simplicity, timing, the extent it was
responsive to policy-maker’s concerns, and the impact of the policy
choices to the stakeholders. 2) The widen participation of stakeholders
as members in several committees has built ownership and collabora-
tions in policy implementation. Stakeholders played negotiation and
bargaining roles in policy formulation; however, participants were limited
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to health managers and health professionals.

3) Though the

decision to rely on tax-based finance was based on an anticipation of

the financial feasibility, it would result in complications to sustainability.

Alternative and supplementary solutions were reguired to be explored.

However, the law enactment of the National Health Security Act has

secured the policy sustainability.
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